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Getting Started: A Note to Parents and Students 

 

 For most high school students higher education is at least a couple years away.  Typically 

college is not something that is a part of the daily thought process for many students.  The perception 

that college is in the distant future is one of the greatest challenges parents and counselors face when it 

comes to helping prepare students for higher education.  The number of students applying to colleges 

and universities is at an all time high.  Over the last decade many of the schools that were considered 

“fall back” schools have raised their standards making admission anything but guaranteed, even for 

students in good academic standing.   

 For these reasons and more, the Academic & College Counseling Department has created this 

packet to assist parents and students in the journey towards higher education.  Much of the information 

in this packet can be found at the National Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC) 

website.1  Students are also encouraged to utilize the Michigan College Guide 

(http://www.michigancollegeguide.com/) published annually in the fall and available for students in 

the counseling office.2  We hope that the information contained within will provide you with valuable 

information in the preliminary stages of the college search and application process.   As always, if you 

have questions the Academic Deans are happy to assist you in any way that they can.    

 

 The path to college or university begins as soon as a student sets foot on a high school campus.  

While the typical 14 or 15 year old may not be aware of this, we certainly are. We want our students to 

focus on their high school career and enjoy the opportunities that they have while at St. Mary’s.  A 

second, but equally important goal is to teach students to be aware of the fact that the “small” choices 

they make in high school can have a significant impact on their academic future.  Our Academic 

Counseling Department makes an effort to help students begin to think about college during their 

freshman year by asking some very basic questions in respect to potential college choices and career 

paths.  During the sophomore year the focus will shift slightly, ensuring that the student is taking the 

appropriate classes to maximize their academic development, especially in respect to Honors and 

Advanced Placement Courses.  Standardized testing (PSAT/ACT/SAT) will also be addressed in the 

sophomore year.  The focus junior year is similar to that of sophomore year but with a few additions.  

Students will be asked to begin to develop and refine a list of possible colleges and universities they 

are interested in attending.  The goal of senior year is to complete the application process in a timely 

and accurate fashion.      

  

 The information contained within this packet is intended to be used as a general reference 

source.  The content is the result of compiling information from multiple sources.  We have made 

every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information within.  However not every college utilizes the 

same process from year to year or even from student to student.  This packet is not intended to be the 

sole guide to the college process for our students.   

 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortal/ 
2 Guide is published by the Detroit Media Partnership.  For an online version see www.michigan collegeguide.com 

http://www.nacacnet.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.michigancollegeguide.com/
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College Application Process Guidelines 
All Saint Mary’s students should use the following guidelines when completing their college applications: 

1. Submit all college applications early, ideally before October 1st of your senior year. 

2. Please adhere to all admissions, scholarship and financial aid application deadlines. 

3. All applications should be submitted electronically (verify that each application was successfully sent) 

4. Try to limit number of college applications submitted to 4 – 6. (Most applications require an application 

fee.) 

5. Once application is submitted, Mr. Smith is required to submit a counselor recommendation form 

provided by the student for each college applied to. 

6. Contact www.ACT.org or www.collegeboard.com to submit your best scores to all applied colleges. 

7. Sign up to take the ACT in September, October, or December to improve your test scores. 

8. Register with the NCAA Clearinghouse online at www.eligibilitycenter.org if you hope to play Division 

1 or 2 college athletics.  Contact Mr. Smith or Mr. Clouse for all matters concerning the Clearinghouse. 

9. Complete the FAFSA to become eligible for college financial aid, after October 1st and before 

February 15th of your senior year. 

10. Most colleges do not require teacher recommendations; however, if a teacher recommendation is 

required, it is the students’ responsibility to obtain that letter.  Once the letter is obtained, it is the 

students’ responsibility to get that letter to Mr. Smith for submission. 

11. Please provide a copy of students resume to counselor & teachers who will be writing college 

recommendations. 

12. Provide “only” the required paperwork for each application. 

13. Contact Mr. Smith early and often regarding any questions about the college application process at 284 

683-0534. 

 

College Application Guidelines for International Students 

In addition to the guidelines provided for all students, International Students should also adhere to the following 

additional guidelines: 

1. Try to take a realistic approach when selecting colleges to apply to. 

2. It is recommended to NOT use an outside agency to complete your college applications 

3. Start to formalize college essays during the summer before senior year. 

4. All international students should plan on taking the Toefel test. 

5. Plan to take the Toefel, SAT and ACT prior to senior year. 

6. Some college applications require a supplement for international students. 

7. Most college applications require a financial verification form to be completed. 

8. Required bank statements must be certified and original for each application submitted. 

9. It is the responsibility of the student to provide a complete copy of high school transcripts from all 

schools attended prior to transferring to St. Mary’s Preparatory. 

 

 

 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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What do Colleges and Universities Look For? 
 

Generally colleges look at three (3) major aspects of an applicant: 
 

1. Grade Point Average/Class Rank  (Cumulative) 

 Only semester grades appear on a student’s transcripts.  The GPA that colleges see is 

calculated based only on semester grades.     

 OLSM does not award any “bonus” points for Honors or Advanced Placement courses.   

 The cumulative GPA is an ongoing and continuous process that requires constant work on 

the part of the student if he hopes to maintain or improve his GPA.  

 Many schools will also use GPA to determine a student’s class rank.     

 Every semester will be utilized to determine class rank and cumulative GPA.   

 Some students believe that their freshman year “does not count.”  Every grade and every 

semester counts towards the cumulative GPA.  (Some schools may recalculate GPA 

without some theology classes.)   
 

2. Strength of Schedule 

 Many colleges and universities will examine the rigor of study undertaken by an applicant.  

This may be especially true if an admission representative is attempting to differentiate 

between a group of students with similar GPAs and test scores. 

 The curriculum at St. Mary’s is specifically designed to prepare students for college. By 

fulfilling the graduation requirements, our students will have completed a curriculum that 

places them in good standing in terms of strength of schedule.   

 We encourage students who have proven themselves academically, to enroll in various 

Honors and Advanced Placement courses.    

 Honors and Advanced Placement courses offer the student the opportunity to challenge 

himself on the high school level while simultaneously demonstrating a commitment to 

reaching his full academic potential.   

 Elective choices can also influence the way an admissions counselor views a student.  We 

encourage students to select electives based on two main criteria; if a student is interested in 

a particular topic or if he has little to no prior exposure to the subject. Electives represent a 

great way for the student to determine if a particular field of study may be right for him.  

Preexisting interest in a particular topic or the potential for pursuing that particular field in 

college are both legitimate reasons to enroll in elective courses.   
 

3. Standardized Test Scores:  (ACT/SAT) 

 Test scores are only part of the evaluation process used by schools.   

 Scores rarely, if ever, automatically eliminate a student or guarantee acceptance.   

 Standardized tests do offer schools a quick and easy way to compare students to one 

another.  

 Typically, the larger the school the more weight they place on test scores.  This is due to the 

high volume of applications that are reviewed.   

 
 

Other Factors: 

 Student essays, extra-curricular activities and letters of recommendation. 
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Standardized Test 
St. Mary’s encourages every student to take the ACT.  We recommend that students take the exam at least twice by end of 

the completion of their junior year.  Upcoming test dates have been included for your convenience.  For more information 

on the ACT, and to register, please see http://www.actstudent.org.   
 

2017-18 ACT Test Dates 

Test Date Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required) Photo upload deadline 

October 28, 2017 September 22, 2017 Sept. 23-Oct 6, 2017 Oct. 20, 2017 

December 9, 2017 November 3, 2017 November 4–17, 2017 Dec. 1, 2017 

February 10, 2018 January 12, 2018 January 13–19, 2018 Feb. 2, 2018 

April 14, 2018 March 9, 2018 March 10–23, 2018 April 6,2018 

June 9, 2018 May 4, 2018 May 5-18, 2018 June 1, 2018 

July 14, 2018 June 15, 2018 June 16-22, 2018 July 6, 2018 

 

2017-2018 SAT Test Dates 

Test Date Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required) 

August 26, 2017 July 28, 2017 August 15, 2017 

October 7, 2017 September 8, 2017 Sept. 27, 2017 

November 4, 2017 October 5, 2017 October 25, 2017 

December 2, 2017 November 2, 2017 November 21, 2017 

March 10, 2018 February 9, 2018 February 28, 2018 

May 5, 2018 April 6, 2018 April 25, 2018 

June 2, 2018  May 3, 2018 May 23, 2018 

 
Most Midwestern schools prefer the ACT to the SAT.  Schools on the east or west coast may suggest or request 

that applicants take the SAT.  If you are unsure of the policy of a specific school you should contact the 

admissions department directly.       

Students will have the option to send their scores directly to the school(s) of their choice or may opt to send the 

scores at a later date.3  It is up to the student to determine if they want to send their score directly to a school.     

 

                                                           
3 ACT does not charge to send scores if the request is submitted at time of testing.  There is a fee if the request is made at 
a later time.   

http://www.actstudent.org/
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Standardized Test 

(Continued) 

What is the ACT? /Facts about the ACT:   

 The ACT is an achievement based test that measures what a student has learned. 

 It has five (5) components:  English, Mathematics, Reading, Science, & Writing.  

 Scoring is based on total number of questions answered correctly. 

 There is no penalty for guessing. 

 You have the option to send your score directly to a number of schools that you are interested 

in.   

 

Should I Send My ACT Score Directly to a School? 

 Students are required to send their best composite score to each school in which they apply.  A 

writing score is required as well.  Scores should be sent through ACT.org. 

 OLSM suggests sending your scores only in your senior year, after you have taken the test at 

least once.  

 By sending your scores to a school you are showing interest in that particular school. 

 Schools will frequently add you to their mailing list as a result of receiving your score. 

 Automatic reporting virtually guarantees that your score will be received by the school. 

 Some students hesitate sending what they consider to be a “low” score.  (You can always 

submit a higher score.  Schools want the highest score possible because it helps their statistics.) 

 

What is the SAT? /Facts about the SAT: 

 The SAT is an aptitude test that measures primarily reasoning and verbal abilities. 

 It has two (2) components:  Math & Evidenced-based Reading & Writing. 

 Mathematics account for 50% of the total test. 

 The College Board’s policy is to report/send all scores.  (The College Board has recently 

amended their score reporting policy.  Please see College Board website for more details.) 

 For more information on the SAT see http://www.collegeboard.com/testing. 

 

How Should I Prepare for the ACT or SAT? 

 The best way to prepare for the ACT or SAT is to give your day to day academic work your 

full attention and commitment.  

 The classes you take are designed, in part, to help prepare you for these tests. 

 Read.  Building your vocabulary and reading comprehension is crucial to clearly understanding 

the questions that are on the test.      

 ACT review sessions are commonly held on campus for our students beginning two weeks 

prior to most exam dates during the school year.  Review session will be announced through 

the normal means of communication. (Announcements, Website, Email,)  

 There are a number of test preparation classes and private tutors available as well.  (St. Mary’s 

does not endorse any particular test preparation method or company.)     

http://www.collegeboard.com/testing
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 Practice:   

o Check the ACT & SAT website for practice materials.   

o Various companies produce test preparation books.   

o Review the questions you missed to gain the correct answer and review/examine the 

thought process that led you to the select a wrong answer.   

 

The New SAT 

The SAT has undergone its biggest change in 30 years. The New SAT made its debut in March 2016 and 

impacts students in the class of 2017 or younger. Our awesome research team has been closely monitoring 

the changes to make sure counselors, parents, and students get the inside scoop. And we have specific tips 

for the class of 2017. For a FREE consultation on your scores, click here.      

    (http://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-scores-march-2016) 

The content on the New SAT is very similar to that which is on the ACT.  The major difference is in how 

the concepts are tested and the steps students will have to take to solve problems correctly. Students have to 

reason their way through this exam by tackling problems in a linear and sequential fashion; a student’s 

ability to process information quickly is key. 

Changes You'll Love Changes You Won't Love 

 No penalty for wrong answers, so students 

don’t have to worry about losing points for 

guessing incorrectly. (Just like on the ACT.) 

 There are only 4 answer choices instead of 5. 

(Just like on the ACT.) 

 Students may be more familiar with some of 

the vocabulary tested, but they will need to 

know multiple definitions of those words. 

 Sayonara, sentence completions. 

 Questions require multiple steps to get an 

answer. 

 The reading passages include complex 

structure and vocabulary. 

 Foundational math skills are more important. 

 Reasoning and critical thinking skills are 

paramount. 

 There are fewer sections on the new test, but 

they are longer in time than the old test. 

Test Taking Tips: 

 Make sure you know the location of the test and accurate driving directions.  Allow for the 

necessary travel time. 

 Be prepared.  Set out all necessary materials the night before the exam. (You may even want to 

place them in your car.) 

 On the night prior to the exam, partake in some type of relaxing activity.  Avoid sitting at home 

and stressing about the exam.   

 Get a full night’s sleep. 

 Eat breakfast. 

 Arrive at the testing location early. 

 Bring a snack to the test to eat during a break in testing. 

 After you have taken the test, take a few minutes to reflect on the experience.   

o Write down the areas where you struggled. 

o What, if anything would you change about your preparation process? 

o What could you do, if anything, to make yourself more comfortable? 

http://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-scores-march-2016
http://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-scores-march-2016


8 

Selecting the Right School for You: 

 

Determining What You Want in a School: 

Consider the following questions when trying to determine what type of school you feel is right for 

you. 
 

1.  What size school do you want to attend: 

a. Small:  15,000 students or less. (Hillsdale College, Albion College) 

b. Medium:  15,000 – 25,000 students. (Eastern Michigan University, Western Michigan) 

c. Large:  25,000 students and up.  (Michigan, Michigan State, Ohio State) 
 

2. Do you want to attend a public or private school? 

a. Generally private schools have higher tuition rates 

b. Typically public schools have a greater range of major/degree programs. 
 

3. What kind of campus environment would you enjoy? 

a. Traditional campus   

b. Urban environment 

c. Suburban environment 

d. Rural environment 
 

4. How far away from home do you want to be?  (In state or out of state) 

a. How often do you plan on coming home? 

b. Are you going to be able to drive home or will you have to fly? 

c. As an “out of state” student you may be subject to higher tuition rates. 
 

5. What schools would you like to attend?  Why? 

a. Do you meet their entrance requirements?  (GPA, test scores, class rank…) 

b. Do these schools have 3 or more subject areas that you may want to major in? 
 

6. What would you be interested in studying? 

a. What would you enjoy learning about over the next 4 to 5 years? 

b. What field(s) do you see yourself entering? 
 

7. What do you actually know about these schools? 

a. Have you looked at the academic portion of the schools website? 

b. Have you spoken with anyone that currently or recently attended the school? 

c. Have you looked up these schools in the reference books that are available in Mrs. 

Moran’s office, Counseling office, and the Maida Library?   
 

8. Have you visited any of these schools? 

a. Did you take an official tour? 

b. Did you examine any particular areas of study / departments? 

c. What are the dorm facilities like? 
 

9. What are the application requirements and deadlines? 
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Initial Eligibility 
 

The initial-eligibility standards help to prepare you to succeed in the college classroom based on your 

high school academic record. The eligibility process also protects the fairness and integrity of college 

sports by ensuring student-athletes are truly amateurs. If you want to practice, compete and receive an 

athletics scholarship during your first year at a Division I or II school, you must 

be certified as eligible by the NCAA Eligibility Center. Throughout the process, staff members of the 

NCAA Eligibility Center partner with students and their families as well as high school administrators 

and coaches. 

As a college-bound student-athlete, you are responsible for achieving and protecting your 
eligibility –that means planning ahead, taking high school classes seriously and protecting 
your amateur status; it can be a difficult first step, but the ultimate benefits of being an NCAA 
student-athlete are well worth the effort. 

Get Ready. Get Set. Go! 
 

Grade 9 

Start planning now: take the right courses and work hard to earn the best grades possible. 

Ask your counselor for a list of your high school’s NCAA-approved core courses to make sure you 

take the right classes. 

Or, find your high school’s list of NCAA-approved courses at eligibilitycenter.org. 

 

Grade 10 

Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center at eligibilitycenter.org. 

If you fall behind on courses, do not take short cuts to catch up. Ask your counselor for help with 

finding approved courses or programs that you can take. 

 

Grade 11 

Check with your counselor to make sure you will graduate on time with the required number of 

NCAA-approved courses. 

Take the ACT or SAT and submit your scores to the NCAA using code 9999. 

At the end of the year, ask your counselor to send or upload your official transcript to the NCAA 

Eligibility Center. If you took classes at more than one high school or program, you will need to 

submit an official transcript for each school. 

Make sure you are on track to graduate on time with your class. 

 

Grade 12 

Complete your final NCAA courses as you prepare for graduation. 

Take the ACT or SAT again, if necessary, and submit your scores to the NCAA using code 9999. 

Request your final amateurism certification beginning April 1 (for fall enrollees) or October 1 (for 

spring enrollees) in your NCAA Eligibility Center account at eligibilitycenter.org. 

After you graduate, ask your counselor to send or upload your final official transcript with proof of 

graduation to the NCAA Eligibility Center. Only students on an NCAA Division I or II request list will 

receive a certification. 

  









Test Scores
If you took the SAT in March 2016 or after, and plan to attend an NCAA Division II college or university in the 
2018-19 or 2019-20 academic years, use the following charts to understand the core-course GPA you need to 
meet NCAA Division II requirements. 

A combined SAT score is calculated by adding reading and math subscores. An ACT sum score is calculated 
by adding English, math, reading and science subscores. You may take the SAT or ACT an unlimited number of 
times before you enroll full time in college. If you take either test more than once, the best subscores from each 
test are used for the academic certification process.

For more information on the SAT, click here to visit the College Board’s website.

DIVISION II
FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE

USE FOR DIVISION II BEGINNING AUGUST 2018

Core GPA New SAT* Old SAT 
(Prior to 3/2016)

ACT Sum

3.300 & above 400 400 37

3.275 410 410 38

3.250 430 420 39

3.225 440 430 40

3.200 460 440 41

3.175 470 450 41

3.150 490 460 42

3.125 500 470 42

3.100 520 480 43

3.075 530 490 44

3.050 550 500 44

3.025 560 510 45

3.000 580 520 46

2.975 590 530 46

2.950 600 540 47

2.925 620 550 47

2.900 630 560 48

2.875 650 570 49

2.850 660 580 49

2.825 680 590 50

2.800 690 600 50

2.775 710 610 51

2.750 720 620 52

2.725 730 630 52

2.700 740 640 53

2.675 750 650 53

2.650 750 660 54

2.625 760 670 55

2.600 770 680 56

2.575 780 690 56

2.550 790 700 57

2.525 800 710 58

2.500 810 720 59

2.475 820 730 60

2.450 830 740 61

2.425 840 750 61

2.400 850 760 62

2.375 860 770 63

2.350 860 780 64

2.325 870 790 65

2.300 880 800 66

2.275 890 810 67

2.250 900 820 68

2.225 910 830 69

2.200 920 840 & above 70 & above

DIVISION II
PARTIAL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE

USE FOR DIVISION II BEGINNING AUGUST 2018

Core GPA New SAT* Old SAT 
(Prior to 3/2016)

ACT Sum

3.050 & above 400 400 37

3.025 410 410 38

3.000 430 420 39

2.975 440 430 40

2.950 460 440 41

2.925 470 450 41

2.900 490 460 42

2.875 500 470 42

2.850 520 480 43

2.825 530 490 44

2.800 550 500 44

2.775 560 510 45

2.750 580 520 46

2.725 590 530 46

2.700 600 540 47

2.675 620 550 47

2.650 630 560 48

2.625 650 570 49

2.600 660 580 49

2.575 680 590 50

2.550 690 600 50

2.525 710 610 51

2.500 720 620 52

2.475 730 630 52

2.450 740 640 53

2.425 750 650 53

2.400 750 660 54

2.375 760 670 55

2.350 770 680 56

2.325 780 690 56

2.300 790 700 57

2.275 800 710 58

2.250 810 720 59

2.225 820 730 60

2.200 830 740 61

2.175 840 750 61

2.150 850 760 62

2.125 860 770 63

2.100 860 780 64

2.075 870 790 65

2.050 880 800 66

2.025 890 810 67

2.000 900 820 & above 68 & above

NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

*Final concordance research between the new SAT and ACT is ongoing.

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/understanding-scores/sat-score-converter
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College Search Worksheet 
 

1. On what size campus would you feel most comfortable?  ________________________________ 

2. Do you plan to live on campus or commute?               ________________________________ 

3. What distance from home is your ideal school?    ________________________________ 

4. What type of community are you looking for?    ________________________________ 

5. What majors are you considering?     ________________________________ 

6. What special programs do you want in a school?    ________________________________ 

(Study abroad, honors, internships, etc...) 

7. What activities do you want to or plan to participate in?   ________________________________ 

 

8. What is your academic profile?  Cumulative GPA_____ Class rank ____    ACT_____ 

 
 

School Attributes Dream School School  A School B School C 
Affiliation: 
(private, public, religions) 

    

Student population/size:     
Distance from home:     
Type of campus: 
(residential, commuter) 

    

Community: 
(urban, suburban, rural) 

    

Campus Activities: 
(clubs, Greek life, sports) 

    

Special Programs 
(Honors, special needs) 

    

Taught by: 
(Professors or Graduate 

instructors) 

    

Average class size:     
Majors offered:     
Housing options:     
Cost per year      

Comparison:4 Your Scores School A School B School C 
Class rank of incoming 

freshman:  
(top 1%, 5%,10%, 25%) 

    

Average ACT/SAT     
Average GPA     

 

 

Schools you are considering: 

 

   

   

   

                                                           
4 Most of this information can be found in nearly all college review guides/books.  
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Developing a List of Potential Schools: 
 

 Use the charts below to help you compare and contrast schools that you are interested in.   
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College Visits: 

 

Once you have narrowed down your list of potential schools you will definitely want to visit 

each school to help you make your final decision.  Your visit should include a formal and informal 

dimension.  Use the list below to help you make sure you touch on all important areas when you are on 

campus.  If you are interested in meeting with specific people at the school, as a courtesy, you should 

call ahead and arrange an appointment.   

 

Formal: 

 Arrange a campus tour:  

o Take a notebook and record things you like or don’t like. 

 Participate in a group information session at the admissions office. 

o Take notes on the information presented.   

o Record the name of the school representative speaking. 

 Meet with an admissions officer:  

o Have your own copy of all completed application materials. 

o Have a list of specific questions prepared. 

o You should do the talking, not your parents. 

o Record the name and the representative you meet with. 

 Sit in on a class:  

o Pick a class in an area you are interested in studying. 

o Arrive on time and stay for the duration of the class. 

o Pay attention to the instructor and the involvement of the students. 

o Consider the size of the class. 

o Consider the method of instruction. 

o Realize that not all classes will be conducted in the same fashion.    

 Talk with a professor and or teaching assistant in your potential major. 

 Arrange a meeting with a representative from the financial aid department.   

 

Informal: 

 Read a copy of the student newspaper. 

 Eat in a cafeteria you did not see on the official tour. 

 Walk through a dorm that you did not see on the official tour.  

 Walk around campus by yourself. 

 Talk to students, ask then what they like / do not like about the school. 

 Checkout the office of the department your potential major is in.   

 Walk/Drive around the area surrounding campus.  

 Think about being on that campus in each season and every local weather condition.     

 Make a list of the things are most important to you in respect to a college campus and do some 

research on each of those items.   
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Tips for Writing a College Admission Essay: 

 

1.  Start early / Edit and revise your essay:  The more time you have the better.  The more time you 

have to proofread and re-work your essay, the better the finished product will be.   

 

2. Be yourself:  The essay is intended to give the individual evaluating your application an 

opportunity to see who you are and what makes you special beyond the information already listed 

in your application.  Try to develop an essay that will stand out from the rest.   

 

3. Be honest:  Don’t plagiarize or borrow from essays that older siblings or fellow students have 

written.  College admissions officers have read hundreds, probably thousands of essays.  Your 

essay should stand out.   

 

4. Stay focused:  Most universities and colleges provide writing prompts for the essay.  Take a few 

minutes to reflect on the question before you begin to write your initial draft.  Make sure you 

address the question that was asked, not what you want to talk about.   

 

5. Get a second opinion:  Ask a teacher or adult that you know will be honest with you to review your 

essay.  You should also provide the question that was given.  Make sure you as the writer 

differentiate between what the reader sees as a writing error and a preference in writing style.  You 

do not need to make every change that a reader suggests.  It is your essay and you need to be 

comfortable and confident in the final product.   

 

6. Follow all directions:  Make sure you follow all directions.  Some schools may want a hand written 

essay, others may ask for a typed essay.  Make sure your essay is the appropriate length.  You may 

have written a beautiful essay, but the reader may stop once they have reached the maximum 

length prescribed in the directions.   

Following directions included ensuring that your essay is submitted in the appropriate format.  

Many schools are beginning to use electronic, on-line applications.  It may be necessary to attach 

your essay with the application.  Schools may ask that you transfer the document into pdf form.  

7. Maintain a formal tone and language:  This is especially true if you are submitting information on 

line.  Remember that this is a college application.  Not a text message or an email to a friend.  

Avoid using clichés.  Make sure your word selection is correct and appropriate.   

  

8.  Do not over or under estimate the essay:  Rarely will the essay be the sole deciding factor that gets 

you into a school.  The essay is only part of the application process.  You should place equal 

emphasis on each portion of the application.  However, mistakes on the essay may be enough for 

an admissions officer to select one student over another.   

In the end, your essay should clearly communicate that you are a strong, reflective writer that can 

demonstrate why you are committed to extending your education, and why you want to attend a 

specific school.   
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Tuition, Scholarships, & Financial Aid: 
 

 You should have a very frank discussion with your parents regarding their ability to assist you 

in absorbing the cost of higher education.  For many, the economic aspect of college plays a significant 

role in the school selection process.  Typically colleges and universities will charge you a flat rate per 

credit hour that you enroll in.  That rate is the tuition.  Tuition is only part of the total cost.  Housing 

and books are two large expenses that can be easily overlooked.     

 There are a vast number of scholarship opportunities locally.  Many scholarship opportunities 

are tied to professional organization and are aimed at students who are intending to study in a related 

field.  Information on these types of scholarships is posted in the prep building, on the first floor, and 

in Mr. Smith’s office.  Applicants are generally asked to submit an application, often including an 

essay.  This will mean extra work on your part, but it can save you thousands of dollars.     

 Many universities have grants and scholarship programs.  You are encouraged to research these 

opportunities at the schools you are interested in.   
 

Student Loans: 

For many students, college would not be possible without some tome of financial aid.  The 

most common form of financial aid comes in the form of “student loans.”  Many loans come from the 

federal government in the form of federal student aid.  You must complete an application in order to 

receive assistance from the Federal Government.  There are strict deadlines and procedures when 

applying for financial aid from the government.  For more detailed information see www.fafsa.ed.gov.   
 

 

Michigan Exclusive Scholarship & Grants: 

   

 Michigan Competitive Scholarship:   

o Up to $1,830 annually, renewable for 5 years 

o Must be Michigan resident, demonstrate financial need, complete FAFSA by March 1st  

o Must attend a public or private Michigan Institution 

o SAT composite of 1200 or better  

 

 

 Michigan Tuition Grant: 

o Up to $1,830 per academic year, based on financial need. 

o Must be a Michigan resident. 

o Attend an approved independent (private) Michigan college 

o Complete FAFSA 

 

For more information on these opportunities call 888-447-2687 or visit osg.michigan.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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College Timeline  

 

Junior Year: 

Fall: 

 Take PSAT (Opportunity to qualify for National Merit Scholar) 

 Begin to prepare for the ACT/SAT 

 Assess reasons for going to College: 

o What are your goals? 

o What educational opportunities are most important? 

o What are your career interests? 

Winter: 

 Make a list of factors that are important to you in choosing a college.   

 Discuss this list with your parents, teachers, counselors, and friends. 

 Begin collecting information on colleges that interest you. 

 Attend college fairs and college night programs. 

 Take college admissions tests. (ACT/SAT) 

 

Spring: 

 Take college admissions tests. (ACT/SAT) 

 If enrolled in AP classes, register for AP test. (Deadline is typically in early April) 

 Consider visiting college campuses over spring break. 

 

Summer: 

 Continue to visit college campuses. 

 Consider taking summer courses. 

 Consider obtaining an internship in a field that interests you. 

 Work on drafts of admissions applications and essays. 

 Draft a résumé. 

o Content should include:  academic history and highlights, athletic history and 

highlights, community service, and anything that sets you apart from the typical high 

school student.  

o This can be helpful to give to teachers who you will ask to write letters of 

recommendation.  The information on the résumé will help them personalize the letter. 

 Enroll in ACT / SAT test preparation class. 

 Register for ACT / SAT test for fall of senior year.   

 

Notes: 
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College Timeline  

 

Senior Year: 

 

Fall: 

 Request letters of recommendation from teachers. 

o Provide teachers with a copy of your résumé 

o Include all necessary evaluation forms. 

o Provide addressed and stamped envelope for teacher to submit letter. 

 Mark your calendar with all necessary application deadlines: 

o Consider early decision deadlines (typically in October through December) 

o Check deadlines for scholarship applications 

o Check deadlines for financial aid forms (FAFSA, www.fafsa.ed.gov) 

o If necessary, schedule interviews 

o Continue visiting colleges 

o Send ACT/SAT scores directly to colleges through ACT.org or Collegeboard.com 

Winter: 

 Decisions on early-admissions are typically mailed in December. 

o If you submitted early decision applications and were denied, re-group and make any 

adjustment necessary.  

 Check deadlines for standard applications. 

 Check deadlines for scholarships and financial aid. 

 Apply for federal aid.  Deadline in Michigan is typically March 1.  Some schools may have 

their own deadlines.  (www.fafsa.ed.gov) 

 Maintain strong grades & stay active in extracurricular activities.  (More and more schools are 

asking for midyear reports before making a final decision.  This is especially true if you have 

been placed on the waiting list.) 

 

Spring: 

 Most acceptance and denial letters should arrive by mid-April.   

 Check out campuses of schools to which you have been accepted.   

o Visit with specific things in mind; consider staying overnight. 

 Reply to decisions with letter of intent to attend or not attend. 

 Register for and prepare for AP exams.  

 Check deadline for deposit to secure enrollment.  (Many deposits are due by May 1.) 

 

Summer: 

 Attend orientation programs. 

 Get ready to move into the dorm.  Contact your roommate. 

 Get a meningitis shot. 

 Make sure all vaccinations are up to date.   

 Consider working an internship or attending a class at a local community college.   

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

